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● Concept Poetry (All grades): This NEW online resource provides an excellent opportunity for students to 
analyze the concept of the rule of law. Provide students with a concept and then give them time to answer 
questions related to that idea.  The program will generate a completed poem based on their answers.  Since 
“Rule of Law” might be difficult for younger students, you might want to give them concepts such as justice, 
equality, or fairness to analyze. This resource is appropriate for use with the whole class or individual 
students. 
 

● Liam Learns…7 Principles of the Constitution (All grades): This is a video series designed to help teach and 
reinforce the seven principles of constitutionalism: popular sovereignty, republicanism, federalism, 
separation of powers, checks and balances, limited government, and individual rights. Each video has as its 
main character Liam, a newly naturalized citizen of the United States, who has been hired to act in a video 
series on the seven principles. As Liam tries to explain each principle he realizes he needs help from students 
to get it totally correct. Web-based games featuring selected principles are available along with lesson plans 
for classroom implementation. 
 

● Oyez, Oyez, Oh Yay! (Grade 8 – 12): The State Bar of Texas’ Law-Related Education Department created 
Oyez, Oyez, Oh Yay!, an engaging and interactive site geared toward helping students (and their teachers) 
explore the court decisions that have helped shape our country and the state of Texas and how these 
decisions have affected our everyday lives. Here is a link to the famous Marbury v. Madison (1803) court 
decision that helped further establish the separation of powers between the three branches of government. 
 

● Branches of the Federal Government Game (Grade 3 – 8): This game reviews the branches of the Federal 
government. Different scenarios are presented and players are asked to decide which branch of 
government is being described. 
  

● Check Point Powers Game (Grade 6 – 12): This game allow students to see how one branch of government 
limits the power of the other branches. Players are given a power and must place it according to which 
branch of government is checking the power of another branch. 
 

● Separation of Powers Game (Grade 6 – 12): This game asks students to sort the powers of government into 
the appropriate branch that exercises that power. Students will also get a quick visual of which branch has 
the largest number of constitutional powers.  

https://texaslre.org/Concept_Poetry
https://texaslre.org/Concept_Poetry
https://texaslre.org/liam-learns/
https://www.texasbar.com/civics/index.html
https://oyezoyezohyay.org/marbury-v-madison-1803/
https://texaslre.org/games_eng/Branches
https://texaslre.org/games_eng/CheckpointPowers
https://texaslre.org/games_eng/SeparationOfPowers


 
 

● Federalism - Levels of Government (Grade 6-12): This NEW online game has students consider different 
powers/responsibilities of government and determine which level of government has that power. 
 

● Law Day-I was the First. Vote for Me! (Grade K – 5): This game asks students to sort the powers of 
government into the appropriate branch that exercises that power. Students will also get a quick visual of 
which branch has the largest number of constitutional powers.  
 

● Attorney Classroom Resources: This section of the LRE website was designed to assist attorneys that have 
been asked to talk to students of all grade levels. A Flip book features sample PowerPoints, emails, and 
lessons for you to use. 
 

● The Law Unit: This law unit is designed to be a general guide to legal principles and concepts for upper 
elementary students. Engaging activities allow them the opportunity to analyze, synthesize and evaluate 
key concepts of the legal system as well as use their decision-making and communication skills. 
 
 

Suggested Books 
 

● A More Perfect Union by Betsy Maestro (Grade 2 – 4): With accurate historical information, this easy-to-
understand book tells why and how the Constitution of the United States was created. A More Perfect 
Union includes a map and back matter with a table of dates and a summary of the Articles of the 
Constitution. 
 

● The US Constitution and You by Syl Sobel J.D. (Grade 2 – 6): Written in terms kids can understand, this 
revised and updated book explains what the United States Constitution does, and describes how it affects 
and protects people today. Students discover how that great document gives citizens many rights, including 
the right to vote, as well as to enjoy freedom of speech, freedom of the press, freedom to worship―or not 
worship―according to their religious beliefs, to disagree openly with government policy, and to defend 
oneself in courts of law when accused of crimes or civil wrongs. Kids also see how, according to the 
Constitution, many rights are reserved for the separate states, communities, and individuals.  
 

● Our Government: The Three Branches by Shelly Buchanan (Grade 3 – 4): Once America was free from Great 
Britain, it needed to decide how to run the new country. The nation's founders split the government into 
three branches. This ensured that no one person would have too much power. This system keeps us free! 
Colorful images, supporting text, a glossary, table of contents, and index all work together to help readers 
better understand the content and be fully engaged from cover to cover. 

https://texaslre.org/LevelsFederalism
https://www.texasbar.com/iwasthefirst/lawday.html
https://texaslre.org/attorney-resources/
https://texaslre.org/law_unit
https://www.amazon.com/More-Perfect-Union-Story-Constitution/dp/0688101925/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1504795428&sr=8-1&keywords=%E2%80%A2%09A+More+Perfect+Union+by+Betsy+Maestro
https://www.amazon.com/More-Perfect-Union-Story-Constitution/dp/0688101925/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1504795428&sr=8-1&keywords=%E2%80%A2%09A+More+Perfect+Union+by+Betsy+Maestro
https://www.amazon.com/U-S-Constitution-You-Sobel-J-D/dp/0764147943/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1504795716&sr=1-1&keywords=%E2%80%A2%09%E2%80%A2%09The+US+Constitution+and+You+by+Syl+Sobel
https://www.amazon.com/U-S-Constitution-You-Sobel-J-D/dp/0764147943/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1504795716&sr=1-1&keywords=%E2%80%A2%09%E2%80%A2%09The+US+Constitution+and+You+by+Syl+Sobel
https://www.amazon.com/Our-Government-Branches-Studies-Literacy/dp/1433373653/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1504795993&sr=1-1&keywords=%E2%80%A2%09%E2%80%A2%09%E2%80%A2%09Our+Government%3A+The+Three+Branches+%E2%80%93+Teacher+Created+Materials+by+Shelly+Buchanan
https://www.amazon.com/Our-Government-Branches-Studies-Literacy/dp/1433373653/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1504795993&sr=1-1&keywords=%E2%80%A2%09%E2%80%A2%09%E2%80%A2%09Our+Government%3A+The+Three+Branches+%E2%80%93+Teacher+Created+Materials+by+Shelly+Buchanan


 
● How the US Government Works by Syl Sobel J.D. (Grade 2 – 6): A fine classroom supplement and a solid 

information source for kids writing social studies reports, this updated, easy-to-read book explains the 
federal system as it works in the United States today. It also discusses some ways in which the government 
has changed since the framers of the Constitution brought it into existence in the 18th century. Described 
are the legislative body, composed of Senate and House of Representatives, the executive branch, headed 
by the President with the Cabinet members, and the judicial branch, headed by the Supreme Court of the 
United States, and extending to federal courts throughout the nation. A complex process is explained in 
interesting terms that young readers can comprehend. 

 

https://www.amazon.com/U-S-Government-Works-Sobel-J-D/dp/0764147927/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1504796468&sr=1-1&keywords=%E2%80%A2%09How+the+US+Government+Works+by+Syl+Sobel
https://www.amazon.com/U-S-Government-Works-Sobel-J-D/dp/0764147927/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1504796468&sr=1-1&keywords=%E2%80%A2%09How+the+US+Government+Works+by+Syl+Sobel

