who have been carrying on the type of attack which he
describes against our profession.
I further hope that the officials of our State Bar of Texas will
be inspired to carry on the “… truth squads of lawyers”
described in his article.
TOM KIRTLEY
Houston
Dear Editor:
In his statement before the Tunney Sub-Committee on February
3, 1974, and in his comments entitled “A Sick Profession” appearing
in the May Bar Journal, State Bar President Leroy Jeffers has done
more harm than good to a worthy cause. Both statements presented nothing more than an overly emotional response which fell
far short of the reasoned reply I had anticipated from the head of
this State’s Bar Association. I think the phraseology employed by
Mr. Jeffers was particularly inappropriate. It adds nothing to our
cause, to categorize anyone who questions the present role of the
lawyer in our society as “the Bar’s mortal foes” or “the enemies of
the Bar who are ever eager to seize upon any cause to defame
lawyers.” In Mr. Jeffers’ view, anyone who does not favor a minimum fee schedule is a part of a “mental malnutrition.” They apparently are also “aberrant and misguided social planners.” The tenor
of Mr. Jeffers’ response to the magazine article on the legal profession was even worse. Those who question the role of the profession

are “its inferiors.” U.S. News & World Report is a “slick smear sheet”
guilty of “ghoulish journalistic gloating” which “lingers lasciviously”
over the role of lawyers in Watergate. Mr. Jeffers directs “truth
squads of lawyers” to mount a “militant counter attack upon the
enemies of the profession.” Such phraseology does nothing more
than to detract from the valid points raised by Mr. Jeffers.
I believe that the State Bar President owes a duty to the Bar
members to reply to inaccurate or misleading articles such as that
in U.S. News & World Report. At the same time, I believe that it is
incumbent upon him to do so in the scholarly and reasoned manner
typical of our profession rather than in an emotional appeal which
will be well received by no one other than those who are already
convinced that anyone who seeks to change our profession in any
way is a mortal enemy or an inferior. I suggest that Bar Journal
readers and Mr. Jeffers compare his response to the magazine article to that of Dane Everton and his firm. Mr. Everton’s response is
also in the May issue of the Bar Journal at Pages 425-426. I don’t
think there is really any question as to which is by far the most
appropriate and effective.
RONALD M. GIPSON
Galveston
To read the article by Dane Everton responding to the U.S.
News & World Report story, go to www.texasbar.com/daneeverton.
From the August 1974 Texas Bar Journal

Jaworski Answers ‘A Call to Duty’

Leon Jaworski of Houston was
recently appointed special Watergate prosecutor. He is a former
president of the State Bar of Texas
and the American Bar Association.

texasbar.com/tbj

Special Watergate prosecutor Leon Jaworski, an active member of the State Bar of
Texas, referred to his appointment as “a call to duty.”
Reaction to Mr. Jaworski’s appointment was epitomized by U.S. Rep. Jake Pickle. He
said he thought the choice of Leon Jaworski was particularly significant because Mr.
Jaworski is not only a skilled and proven legal expert and a man of considerable independence, but also because the Houston attorney “has a keen political sense.”
He called Mr. Jaworski “an outstanding American and jurist who has the strong
acceptance of the American legal community.”
Mr. Jaworski, who has never held public office, is well known for his experiences in
an earlier history-making prosecution role—chief of the war crimes trial section in Germany. He saw lessons for his own country in the German experience. In his book “After
15 Years” he outlined his thoughts on the rise of tyranny in Germany in the years before
World War II. “No nation, no matter how powerful and great, whatever be its form of
government can long withstand the stranglehold of moral deterioration in its people.
“Apathy and indifference to a course of wrong-doing of political leaders and acquiescence in their evil practices can prove to be as helpful as active assistance.”
About his appointment as Watergate prosecutor, Mr. Jaworski has said that the
American people are entitled to have some answers without waiting forever.
“I will take any position I think necessary in order for justice to be served in the situation.”
From the December 1973 Texas Bar Journal
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